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Finances: More than Money

 
To some people, money means power; to others, love.  For some, the topic is 

boorish, in bad taste.  For others it is more private than sex.  Add family dynamics 
to the mix, and for many you have the subject from hell.

Karen S. Peterson



What the Bible says about Finances and Money

LUKE 16:13           “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot God and be enslaved to money.” 

PROVERBS 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. Then he will fill your barns with 
grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine. 

ECCLESIASTES 5:10 Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness! 

HEBREWS 13:5       Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” 

I TIMOTHY 6:6-10 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into 
the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be 

content. But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, 
have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 

1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should 
be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good 

works and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good 
foundation for the future so that they may experience true life. 

MATTHEW 6:19-21 Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 
Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your 

treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 



Top 5  
Financial Issues 

for Couples



Strengths of Happy Couples  
vs  

Unhappy Couples  
 

Regarding Finances



COUPLE AGREEMENT FOR FINANCES 

Items with Highest Couple Agreement
• 72% Your level of debt/unpaid bills
• 72% How credit and charge accounts are used
Items with Lowest Couple Agreement
• 64% A savings plan
• 66% Sharing financial control



MALE SATISFACTION FOR FINANCES 

Items with Highest Satisfaction
• 4.3 Your level of debt/unpaid bills
• 4.0 How credit and charge accounts are used
Items with Most Concern
• 3.6 Making financial decisions together
• 3.8 A savings plan



FEMALE SATISFACTION FOR  FINANCES 

Items with Highest Satisfaction
• 4.1 Your level of debt/unpaid bills
• 4.1 How credit and charge accounts are used
Items with Most Concern
• 3.8 Spending priorities
• 3.9 A savings plan



     What Money Can Buy  
A house    
A bed     
Books     
Food     
Luxury    Finery  
   Medicine  
  Flattery   
 Companions    
Amusements 

What Money Can’t Buy 
A home 
Sleep 

Intelligence 
An appetite 

Culture 
Beauty 
Health 
Respect 
Friends 

Happiness



Money: What Does it Mean to You? 
 
              1  2  3  4           5 
Strongly Disagree           Disagree          Undecided              Agree Strongly Agree

___1. I look  up to those people who have been financially successful. 
___2. In making a major purchase, an important consideration is what others will think of my choice.
___3. Having high-quality things reflect well on me.
___4. It is important for me to maintain a lifestyle similar to or better than that of my peers.
___5. Have some money in savings is very important to me.
___6. I would rather have extra money in the bank than some new purchase. 
___7. I prefer safe investing with a moderate return verses high-risk investing with potential high returns
___8. I feel more content when I know we have enough money for our bills
___9. I really enjoy shopping and buying new things



Money: What Does it Mean to You? (cont.) 
 
              1  2  3  4           5 
Strongly Disagree           Disagree          Undecided              Agree Strongly Agree

___10. People who have more money have more fun. 
___11. I really enjoy spending money on myself and on others. 
___12. Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure helps. 
___13. He or she who controls the purse strings calls the shots. 
___14. It would be difficult for me to pull all my money into a joint account. 
___15. One of the important benefits of money to me is the ability to influence others.
___16. I think we each should control the money we earn



Add up your answers to the four questions for each category and record your 
scores.  Scores for each category can range from 4 – 20 with a high score indicating 
more agreement with that approach.  It is possible to hve high or low scores in more 
than one category

Category Add Items Your Score
Money as status 1 - 4
Money as security 5 - 8
Money as enjoyment 9 - 12
Money as control 13-16

Total Score Add Items
17 - 20 Very High
13 - 16 High
9 - 12 Moderate
4 - 8 Low

INTERPRETATION



IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL GOALS 
Couples argue about finances more than any other topic. Regardless of how much or how little money a couple has, deciding 
what to purchase and how to spend their money is problematic for most couples. 

Typically, most couples focus on only short-term financial goals like: “Today I will pay $100 on my credit card bill.” But short-term 
goals should also take into consideration your long-term goals like: “We want to save enough to make a down payment on a 
house.”
One way to reduce the amount of conflict regarding finances is for you and your partner to discuss and decide on your short-
term and long-term financial goals. Setting common goals as a couple can increase your sense of teamwork and collaboration in 
this complex area of finances.
Identifying and Deciding on Your Financial Goals
Each person should individually brainstorm their short-term and long-term financial goals and then share them with each other. 
Short-term goals should be what you can achieve in six months to one year. Long term goals might be achieved from one to five 
years. Remember, your goals should be realistic, clear and specific.
Short-Term Goals (six months to one year)

1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________

Long-Term Goals (one to five years)
1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________



Reminders for improving your finances
1. Review and update your financial goals monthly
2. Talk about what each of you value most in life and whether money relates to those values.
3. B aware of the “hidden costs” of he goods or services you purchase 

a) loss or interference with couple or family time, 
b) The unavailability of these funds for something else,
c) The extra work hours needed to pay for purchases, and so on)

4. Challenge yourselves to “no money needed” date nights.  Scour the internet for ideas if you need. These dates 
are often more fun and more memorable than dates that require money.  Whether you decide to visit local 
buildings and landmarks or explore a local forest or cave, these dates are also great ways to get to know your 
community better.

5. Review any major debt you may have and plan how you will pay it off.
6. Talk about the spender-saver patterns in your relationship.
7. Join or form an investment club.  Investment clubs are social gatherings where people share and learn about 

finances and investments.
8. Seek the help of a financial advisor, particularly if you have ongoing financial problems.  



Finance Questions for Discussion
• How long have you had these financial concerns?
• Have you shared these concerns with your partner?
• What could you do to reduce these concerns you have?
• What could your partner do to reduce these concerns you have?
• What factors influence how you spend money?
• What do you believe may happen in 10 years if there is no change in your 

spending habits?
•  Is this a good or bad thing for you? Why?
• When do disagreements around finances arise?
• What do you do or say when you disagree with how your partner is spending?
• What percentage of your income would you each like to save?



Roles and Responsibilities  
“Throughout history the more complex activities have been defined and redefined, now as male, now as female, sometimes as drawing 
equally of the gifts of both sexes.  When an activity to which each sex could have contributed is limited to one sex, a rich, differentiated 

quality is lost from the activity itself” 
Margret Mead



What the Bible says about Roles

ROMANS 12:3-5 Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think 
you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the 
faith God has given us. Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with 
Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.
MATTHEW 22:37-39  Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This 
Is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
ECCLESIASTES 4:9-10 Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. If one person falls, the other 
can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble.
GALATIANS 6:10     Whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of 
faith.
JOHN 13:35           “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

GALATIANS 6:2     Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.

1 PETER 1:22     You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each 
other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart.
1 PETER 3:7    In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife with understanding as you 
live together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you 
should so your prayers will not be hindered.



How Happy 
Couples vs. 
Unhappy Couples 
View their Roles & 
Responsibilities



It’s About  
Power!!!



Top Five Role & 
Responsibilities 
Problems for 
Couples



Role & 
Responsibilities 
Relationships in 
Happy Couples vs 
Unhappy Couples



COUPLE AGREEMENT FOR ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

Items with Highest Couple Agreement
• 76% Consulting one another on important decisions
• 74% Your flexibility regarding roles and responsibilities

Items with Lowest Couple Agreement
• 18% Finishing household chores
• 24% Whether or not you're too busy for household chores



MALE SATISFACTION FOR ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

Items with Highest Satisfaction
• 4.2 Consulting one another on important decisions
• 4.0 Your flexibility regarding roles and responsibilities

Items with Most Concern
• 2.7 Finishing household chores
• 2.9 Whether or not you're too busy for household chores



FEMALE SATISFACTION FOR ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

Items with Highest Satisfaction
• 4.2 Consulting one another on important decisions
• 4.0 Your flexibility regarding roles and responsibilities
Items with Most Concern
• 2.5 Finishing household chores
• 2.7 Whether or not you're too busy for household chores.



Sharing Roles  
 
List your responsibilities and your spouses responsibilities related to the household and/or children.  Your spouse should also 
separately create the same two lists

Things You Do for your Household Things Your Spouse Does for Your Household
__________________________________ ________________________________________
__________________________________ ________________________________________
__________________________________ ________________________________________
__________________________________ ________________________________________
__________________________________ ________________________________________
__________________________________ ________________________________________

• After you have completed your list, compare and discuss them.  Any surprises?

• Are roles mainly divided by interests and skill, or by more traditional Male/Female Roles?

• Consider for a moment how similar or dissimilar these list are compared to what you witnessed in your parent’s roles growing up.

• Discuss what each of you would like to adjust in your list of roles.  If needed, agree on how you might want to review your current lists.

• Revise your current lists, finalizing an agreement about tasks you will each do in the future.  Set a time to review the new lists



Switching Roles for One Week

After you have completed the previous exercise, plan a day (or preferably 
a week) when you can perform each other’s household responsibilities.  

This role-reversal experiment will help you gain a new appreciation for one 
another. 



Reminders for Improving The Quality of Your 
Role Relationship

• Remove gender from housework.  Talk about and divide housework based on interests and skills 
rather than on gender.

• Work to develop and maintain an equal relationship in terms of power and decision making
• Keep an ongoing discussion of our expectations and feelings regarding roles and changes you 

would like to make.
• Working together on tasks words best for most couples.
• Take a good look at how your work schedules may contribute to inequity at home.
• Express appreciation to your spouse for the contributions he or she makes to your family and 

home life.
• Be flexible and open to change



Roles and Responsibilities Questions for Discussion

• Do you see your partner’s career being more important than yours and if so why?
• How will you balance your career(s) with your family life?
• Do you feel that your roles are too flexible or too rigid? If so, why?
• Have you discussed your feelings about leadership and decision making?
• What does “equal” mean to you?
• How would you define “power” in a relationship?
• How would you prefer to balance the power in the relationship?
• How do you make important decisions today?
• Would you be willing to allow your partner to make all the important decisions?
• How would you feel if you were not included in making important decisions?
• Why do you feel that you are doing/will do more than your share of the tasks?
• What do you feel is a fair share of the household tasks?
• What can both of you do now to resolve this issue?



Next Week

Sexual Relationships/Closeness
• Emotional and physical intimacy
• Affection
• Closeness

Leisure Activity
• Balancing “I” and “We”
• SCOPE Personality scores



Heavenly Father, we praise and glorify Your name. 
We know that the earth is Yours and everything in it, the world and all who live in 

it! Father, our finances belong to You. 
We thank You for our financial prosperity. Lord, we know that everything that 

comes from You is good, so we know that by placing our finances in Your hands, 
You will come through for us and we will become financially stable and secure. 

Lord, we adore You for always being with us and guiding us in everything that we 
do. Help us keep our faith in You during difficult times. Help us to continue on our 

Christian walk and not fall off the path to win the eternal race. 
We pray this in Jesus, Amen


